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He replied with anger, ' What business is it to you ?
do you enjoy yourself; but what answer will you give
on the day of judgment ?' I said, O, you Abyssinian,
what demon has possessed thee ? He answered, c This
is the calamity, that the arms of your two elder
brothers have been tied behind their backs in the cliaaJk
by a Jew ; he is beating them with a whip, and laughs
and says, ' If you do not pay my money, I will beat
you even unto the death [and if I lose my money by
the act], it will be at least a meritorious deed on my
part/ Such is your brother's treatment, and you are
indifferent; is this right? and what will the world
say?' On hearing these circumstances from the slave,
my blood glowed1 [with fraternal warmth]; I ran
towards the chauk with naked feet, and told my slaves
to hasten with money. The instant I arrived there, I
saw that all that the slave had said was true; blows
continued to fall on my brothers. I exclaimed to the
magistrate's guards, for God's sake forbear awhile; let
me ask the Jew what great fault [my brothers] have
committed, in retaliation for which, he so severely
punishes them.

" On saying this, I went up to the Jew and said, to
day is the sabbath day;2 why dost thou continue to
inflict stripes on them ? The Jew replied, * If you wish
to take their part, do it fully, and pay me the money
in their stead; or else take the road to your house.'
I said, ' what is the amount ? produce the bond, and
I will count thee out the money/ He replied, ' that
he had just given the bond to the magistrate/ At this

1 Or it may mean, cc my blood boiled " [with resentmentJ.
5 The Muhammadan sabbath is Friday.